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Take me back/take me back, dear Lord/to the place/where I first received You.

I’m a church kid – grew up sitting between my parents and Granny each week in
Muskegon, Michigan; I sang in my first choir there at age five. When I began my ordination process, someone on a committee asked me “when did you meet Jesus?” I was
stunned at first to try to answer this, so I responded with a question: “Which time would
you like me to talk about?”
This is the thing: I keep “meeting Jesus” over and over again, each time my faith
grows deeper and richer. I first met Jesus at home, with my family, at the dinner table. I
got to know Jesus better growing up in a family of faith that held me in their Baptismal
covenant to me, to teach me about the life of God and God’s people. I argued with Jesus as a teenager, wondering how there could be only ONE way. Jesus chased me to
college, where I began singing in the adult choir, standing next to my Daddy. Throughout my life, I’ve found my way to several different congregations – mostly United Methodist – and each has introduced me to new ways of understanding Jesus.
But the way I answered that committee member’s question was that it was in my
therapist’s office that Jesus came to me in a powerful way, when I was dragging in depression. “You do not earn my love,” I heard, “you are worthy.” It was this epiphany I
thought of Sunday when I heard daughter & father Thorn singing. This is where I “went
back” to the place where I believed.
What about you? This month of February invites us to so many opportunities to enlarge how we understand Jesus and God’s community of faith called Broadway. We
are invited to another powerful year of Black History Month as our “Acts of Faith”
theme continues to shape who we are into the future as a multi-cultural community
who honors and celebrates ALL. We are invited to the profound season of Lent, that
time of self-reflection and renewal that calls us to re-connect with the God of love
again.
Looking forward to our February, with you,

Lois+
Rev. Lois McCullen Parr
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Vernice’s View
As I reflect this morning, in the afterglow of our Martin Luther King Weekend and the excitement of the inaugural events, words like bridge and inter-connectedness, intersections of oppressions, justice, are ringing in my mind and in my soul. I am reminded of the intentional, hard work this community has done and
continues to do, to bring real meaning to those words as we live them internally and externally.
The expansiveness of God is catching fire in our nation. Yes, there is work to do, but justice and equity are
being spoken in places I thought we’d never hear it come from. The silence has been broken and my ears
tingled with joy to hear the words “Seneca Falls and Selma and Stonewall” (and I added in my own mind
Springfield) in an inaugural speech. That tells me we are moving towards the “peaceable Kin-dom” that I
love to read about in scripture. I’m excited and hopeful that dreams and miracles can happen and are happening. That is not to deny the realities of our world, the injustices that are glaringly apparent, yet this is a
new day, with new possibilities.
We are prayerful that our Black History Month (BHM) Celebration will reflect that, as we seek to connect
the dots and live into the interconnectedness that is the African Diaspora. This month, together as community, we plan to showcase the history, art and the cultural dispersal of Africans throughout the world. Come
and hear “first voice” narratives about people of African descent, taste food and hear music from around
the world. Participate in action as we address through our Mission Minute current needs of Africa.
You will hear more about BHM as it unfolds; look for upcoming events here in the newsletter and also in
the weekly email update and bulletin.
We are called to stay the journey. This is an exciting year. I can feel the energy in us as a faith community
and as a nation. People are starting to, with passion, address the injustices that would hold us captive.
People want to experience transformation in themselves and in the world around them. 2013, folks, is the
year. Let’s continue to be “headlights” and agents of peace in the world.
Thank you for all you are and all that you bring to this community and beyond.
“Acts of Faith” — Yes, we can.
In Peace and Justice,
Vernice
Rev. Vernice Thorn
Pastor, Broadway United Methodist Church

SAFE SANCTUARY
The Education team is in the process of putting together Broadway’s Safe
Sanctuary Policy. We met in January and had a very productive meeting.
The follow-up meeting is scheduled for Saturday, February 16, from 11am to
1pm in the Sanctuary. It is an open meeting, so if you are interested in joining
us, please do. Contact Rev. Vernice with any questions.
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Kevin’s Korner
February 2013
Background note: Rev. Kevin A. Johnson and Mike Shear are BUMC members who moved
to Palm Springs, California, in July 2002, to begin Bloom in the Desert Ministries, which is an
interdenominational, inclusive Christian ministry including the Methodist (Broadway style)
tradition. “Kevin’s Korner” is a monthly column reporting on their progress so Broadway and
Bloom stay well connected in ministry together. (www.bloominthedesert.org)

==================================================================================
Sometimes it is better to hear from a Bloomer’s Korner than from Rev. Kev’s. Here is a personal statement
about experiencing Bloom written recently by David Sanchez:
I retired in June of 2012 after a very exciting 12 year run in a leadership position with the California
Teachers Association, the last four years as the first Latino and openly gay President of the 325,000
members that make up the CTA. I lived a very hectic lifestyle for those 12 years, advocating for California's students and teachers. I had some incredible experiences and grateful to the good Lord for giving
me the opportunity to be in a position of leadership on behalf of public education, public school educators, and human and civil rights. I was President of the CTA when we voted to support the NO on Prop 8
campaign and support marriage equality for all people.
I knew that when I retired my life would take on a different direction. I no longer would have to rush to
the airport to make that flight to Sacramento or DC, no longer have to be at meetings all day, conferences on the weekends, and have very little time at home or with family. My life was indeed going to be
quite different.
What I knew I wanted to do was to first get involved with my new community. I knew that I needed to find
a church that would welcome me and allow me to once again get back to developing a spiritual relationship. I knew that deep down I really wanted to get back to my favorite passion, singing with a chorus. I
grew up in a singing family, sang in school and church, sang with the men’s glee in college, traveled for
three years with Up With People, it was time to get back to it. The question for me was, where?
In January of 2012 I was accepted into the Palm Springs Gay Men’s chorus and was delighted to be a
part of a group of men who shared my love for singing. It was at one of those rehearsals that a member
of Bloom in the Desert Ministries invited me to participate in singing the tenor part for The Hallelujah
Chorus at their Easter Sunday service. I have never had that opportunity to sing that beautiful song, and
looked forward to learning the part and singing it to support the Bloom in the Desert Choir. Little did I
know that because of that song and desire to help the choir, I would fall in love with the ministry of the
church, the folks who attend the church, and their unconditional acceptance for who I am and not what
I am.
My desire to return to music and singing has once again given me the opportunity to reestablish my relationship with the good Lord, to put my trust in a spiritual leader and congregation, and to be a part of a
movement that is giving back to the community. My goal is to share that joy with my family and friends
and to make them feel welcome to Bloom in the Desert Ministries where all are welcomed.
Please remember: Why not plan to be with us in Palm Springs in March? That’s the month for Bloom’s
10th Anniversary Celebration of continuous Sunday morning worship on March 10th at 10 a.m. If you want
to make a big trip of it, think about planning to be here for our Fourth Annual Spring Fling Cabaret fundraiser
on Friday evening, March 1, 2013. It would be GREAT to have you here. Take a look at
www.springflingcabaret.org
BTW – Check out Bloom’s new public YouTube channel. Also, go to www.bloominthedesert.org to sign up
for our weekly e-newsletter, “BloomNotes.”
Peace, Rev. Kev and Mike Shear
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Black History Month, 2013
1st Sunday, February 3

Acts of Faith: A History

2nd Sunday, February 10

Acts of Faith: Food for the Spirit

(One service only at 11am on Sunday, February 10)
3rd Sunday, February 17

Acts of Faith: Sermon in Song

4th Sunday, February 24

Acts of Faith: Call to Action

Included in our Black History Month celebration will be a special presentation of the animated time-travel
adventure feature, Our Friend Martin. Our children will experience this historical footage of Dr. King blended with colorful animation to help them receive an inspiring message of hope and courage that changed the
course of our history. This DVD will be shown in segments of 15 minutes during Children’s Education Time
on Sundays, February 3, 17 and 24. (Children will be with us for the Feast on Feb 10; see next page.)

MLK COMMUNITY DINNER A SUCCESS!
Our Annual MLK event was again a terrific success as we celebrated the legacy and dream of Dr. King.
Our chili and dessert winners took home awards – thanks to all our chili and dessert makers who fed us!
The Annual “Seat at the Table” Award for “outstanding service and leadership to help Broadway become a
more diverse and inclusive community” was presented by last year’s winner, Rev. Vernice Thorn, to this
year’s winner…MJ Grimshaw!
Many thanks to the Sowers Team for organization and leadership, and particularly to Victor Poncé & Rob
Carnilius for taking leadership on the day of the event, from set-up to hosting to clean-up. Watch for photos
from Cindy Grissom!
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SUNDAY EDUCATION HOUR
Children’s Education at 11:15am (following A Time for Young Christians at the 11:00 service).
Adult Education is taking a break in February.

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDY
Monday Morning Bible Study continues with reading and praying the Psalms. Prayerfully, with meditation
and journaling, we are making our way through the Psalms. Please join us from 10:30am-12:30pm each
Monday in Room A. Led by Rev. Vernice.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE!
Sanctuary Prayer is open to the church and community each Wednesday from 5:30-6:00 pm. Come,
enjoy the quiet, and listen to meditative music and the healing sound of water. A pastor is available for
prayer and consultation.
Guided Meditation in the Sanctuary at 6:00 pm on Wednesdays. If you’re interested, come in
comfortable clothes for this brief meditation. If you have questions, please see Vernice or Lois.
New Wednesday Night Study – Beginning in February we begin a new study of The Parables of Jesus.
We will look at the richness of story as Jesus used it to address the complex social divides in the world
then, and that still exist today. Come and discover the details deeply woven into the fabric of the stories
Jesus told. 7pm each Wednesday in the Pillow Room.

CONGREGATIONAL FEAST
On Sunday, February 10, there will be only one service at 11am. The service that Sunday will be one
of food history, so the service will be a feast. (The normal Second Sunday Chomp and Chat will be postponed until March). Questions? Contact Rev. Vernice.
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FEBRUARY MISSION MINUTE
The Mission Minute for February is Dr. Bemm and Tenwek Hospital.
HELP SOWERS SOW SEEDS, RESPOND TO 2012 KENYAN CROP FAILURE —
TENWEK ORPHANAGES NEED FUNDS FOR FOOD
Each year for the last ten years, one of Broadway’s Mission Minutes has been directed toward Tenwek
Hospital and Dr. Bemm, a Christian pediatrician who gave up his practice in a Pittsburgh clinic. With his
wife, Amy, a licensed registered nurse, they sold their home and moved to Tenwek Hospital in Kenya, west
Africa, with their three young children — Lydia, David, and Abigail. Over the last six years they have adopted four African children. This recent photo shows Amy, and Dr. Bemm with the family of seven children.
Last year Dr. Bemm directed our attention to $300, treadle operated, sewing
machines needed by two more orphanages, as we saw photos of children with
torn clothes gathered around one of
these machines making repairs. Broadway sent funds for both with over $100
extra for sewing supplies. Thank you!!
2012 was a bad year for agriculture in
Africa. The corn crop was destroyed by a
three- year fungus that will last in the
ground for two more years. It has greatly
hurt the orphanage’s food supply and the
government won't give out free food until
many people start to die from starvation.
Cassava, sweet potatoes, and sorghum
have been planted this year in place of maize. The orphans are still very low on food for everyday needs.
Local Christians are praying the cassava will be enjoyed by the children, but they have never eaten it before and it is harder to cook than maize. Dr Bemm says “Ughhhhhhhh.... when you have 300 hungry children you wonder what the right thing to do is???? Yes, the easy answer is FEED THEM. That is much easier said than done.” Before the fungus situation, a $50 sack of maize could feed 30 children for a month.
During these last months, the Bemm Family has had many requests at their door for food.
As a pediatrician at Tenwek, Dr. Bemm trains others as he provides medical care for expecting mothers
and young children with a variety of illnesses. Some of the unwanted children are cared for by the Bemm
family until adopted or room is found in an orphanage. As a Christian he shares his faith and God's love
with his patients. You can read more stories about the Bemm Family on their blog at http://
bemmfamily.blogspot.com.
Help the orphanages connected with Dr. Bemm and Tenwek Hospital provide food for these Kenyan children by giving to Broadway's February Mission Minute. FEED THESE CHILDREN.
Our Mission Minute Sunday is February 10, but you can donate throughout the month – make checks
out to Broadway and designate your check or envelope “Dr. Bemm” or “February Mission Minute.” You can
also donate online.
[Photo and information obtained by Mel Bose from Dr. Bemm’s blog @ http://bemmfamily.blogspot.com.]
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THE LENTEN SEASON AND EASTER
Our Lenten Season opens up in the middle of the month, inviting us to that season of preparation that leads
to Holy Week and Easter.
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events:
 Wednesday, February 13, 7pm – Lent begins with our annual Ash

Wednesday Worship (with imposition of ashes), at 7pm; we will again
share this service with our sisters & brothers from Dignity Chicago.
 Sundays in Lent: February 17, 24; March 3, 10, 17
 Palm Sunday: March 24
 Holy Week – Maundy Thursday (March 28) & Good Friday (March 29) Services, 7pm
 Easter! March 31 – Sunrise Service at the Lake; Annual Easter Brunch; 8:45 & 11 Worship of the

Resurrection!

PROPERTY CAREGIVERS
The next meeting of the Property Caregivers will be held on Friday, February 8 at 7pm. This meeting is
open to the congregation & we encourage your participation as we discuss future possible projects of building maintenance & improvement! For further information, contact MJ Grimshaw, Property Caregivers Chair,
at mgrimshaw@sbcblobal.net or 773.680.0857.

ONE BILLION RISING
This Valentine’s Day, February
14, 2013, the worldwide organization VDAY is asking women
and the people who love them to
RISE, DANCE, and DEMAND an
end to the violence affecting women everywhere. It’s about strength in numbers, because One Billion People dancing will literally SHAKE THE GLOBE. Chicago is RISING at Grace House, a facility for women
leaving Illinois prison and reentering society. They will be taking this to the STREETS to DANCE and reclaim their lives, bodies, spirits, and let the world know the abuse must end. There will be performances by
Chicago dance companies, top Chicago Disc Jockeys, live singers, and a block party.
Please join us on February 14, 2013! Time: 2:00-3:00pm. Location: outside Grace House, 1801 W. Adams
Street, Chicago. If weather does not permit us to celebrate in the streets we will host the event at The Michael Barlow Center, 2120 West Warren Blvd. More information at https://secure.onebillionrising.org/page/
event/detail/wvp.
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ONWARD & UPWARD, INDEED!
Thanks to all who could be part of our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 20 January, as we held a thorough discussion on withdrawing from our Invested Funds to pay for a replacement for our lift (elevator)! We
appreciate the support of the congregation to make this dip into the “rainy day fund” that has been the result of so many generous gifts to Broadway throughout the years. We’re additionally grateful for the pledge
support from ten people who were able to attend Sunday and able to make a commitment to repay our
“loan from ourselves” (that is: to re-fund the Invested Funds) over the next three years.
There are still opportunities to pledge – please find a yellow card in Friendship Hall and turn it in to the office if you are in a position to support this project in additional to your regular giving. We’re also thankful to
our Dignity Chicago partners who are inviting their congregation to pledge as well.
Part of the conversation Sunday was consideration of repairing our bell (an item not in our regular maintenance and repair budget for Property Caregivers) – we are thankful that Bob Gorman has given a special
pledge specifically designated for the bell repair, in memory of his life partner Dale Lea, who died in 2003.
Thank you, Bob!
Our next Property Caregivers meeting will be Friday, February 8, at 7pm, and we invite all interested parties to come and talk further with us about the priority list for building and property stewardship. If you have
questions, please speak with MJ Grimshaw, Chairperson.
Thanks again to all who were part of a remarkable meeting!
~ Property Caregivers

PASS THE HAT FOR YOUTH LOUNGE!
Friends, you should check this play out! A good story of a young boy’s struggle
of coming out to himself and a dysfunctional family! Excellent acting & direction!
*They will also be supporting Broadway Youth Lounge by asking for donations at every show! Way to go Cast, Crew & Pride Films and Plays, for
giving back to our community!*
Jonathan Harvey’s acclaimed Beautiful Thing, the heartwarming story of two
teenaged boys coming to grips with their sexuality. January 17 - February 17,
2013 at the Athenaeum Theatre (2936 N. Southport Ave) For tickets, reserve
on-line at www.athenaeumtheatre.org or call the box office of the Athenaeum
Theatre at 773-935-6875.
Jamie, a boy who skips school to avoid playing sports, is attracted to his next-door neighbor Ste, an athletic
teen who is regularly beaten by his father and brothers. One night, Jamie's mother Sandra offers Ste refuge
from his abusive family, setting off a chain of events that changes their lives forever. Set in a working-class
area of southeast London, Beautiful Thing illustrates the struggle of growing up in a world that can be cruel
and unforgiving to anyone perceived as different. Find more information here: http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Beautiful-Thing-The-20th-Anniversary-Production-by-Jonathan-Harvey/339882949436581
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YOUTH LOUNGE FEBRUARY UPDATE
UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION Thanks to United Methodist Foundation for supporting our youth!
Janet L. Boryk, Director of Planned Giving at United Methodist Foundation states, “One of the things we
most enjoy is hearing your stories and your passion about the ways you see lives changed in the name of
Christ.” Specifically the United Methodist Foundation highlights our Youth Lounge on their website (http://
www.nicumf.org/churches-2/grants-program-2/grantee-stories/) stating:
Broadway’s Youth Lounge welcomes homeless and vulnerable youth to
drop in weekly. The program builds on the church’s reputation as an inclusive, welcoming place. The Lounge offers food, caring adults and safe
space. As needs and issues come up, programs and components are added. From its very inception, the primary focus of the Youth Lounge has
been steeped in the Gospel message of “Radical Hospitality” aimed primarily at disenfranchised LGBTQQ youth who migrate to the Lakeview neighborhood seeking acceptance and safety. Open on Saturdays with trained
volunteers available to welcome and listen, the Youth Lounge continues to
welcome troubled and lonely youth who have been largely abandoned or hassled by others. The Christmas
party was a highlight for youth and adults who enjoyed food, fellowship and the hope of the season.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES The new staff continues to transition into the new roles. Cindy Grissom
and Vincent Wiggins are on the roll and ready to support our Youth Lounge. Please don’t hesitate to contact them with any questions about potential volunteer opportunities. We are currently looking for volunteers to assist with the development of the Writing/Media Lab. We have already received some great suggestions from our youth and ready to move forward. We will provide more contact information in the near
future. At this time, please contact Vincent Wiggins at Vincent@vincentwiggins.com or (773) 450-6706 to
assist you with contacting the appropriate person to support our Youth Lounge.

WORKING LEADERSHIP TEAM (WLT) Just a reminder, the following people are the WLT:
MJ Grimshaw

Food

Mike Mutuc

Supplies

Eric-Todd Rushing

New volunteer orientation and training

Spencer Conklin

Nurturing of Ongoing Volunteers

Latoya Thorn

Berkowitz Award Overseer

Craig Fitzgerald

UMC GBOD Grant for Ministries with Young People

Vernice Thorn

Staff Supervision

Z Williams

“Floating” Team Member

Chantal Hayes

“Floating” Team Member

3years 4forward!
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INDOOR FARMER’S MARKET
Mark your calendars: Saturday, March 2, 9am-1pm: Indoor Farmers Market here at Broadway!
Interested in volunteering? Contact Clayton Parr at claytonparr@mac.com.

STEPS FOR EQUALITY
An excerpt from Self-Made Man by Norah Vincent (p.279, how hard it was to overcome):
...when I was being manly with men...the dialogue was ugly and as a woman in the middle of it I felt soiled
and frightened just hearing it. I was shocked because at its worst it was so much worse than I thought it
would be, so foreign and relentless were the obsessions with f--- and competing and hazing the weak guy.
It was all there almost all the time and it made me think that many men are far worse than most women
know, but also FAR BETTER, because I knew where so much of it was coming from and how hard it was to
OVERCOME. I knew they were tied in a thousand knots and tapping out their distress in stilted code...As a
guy you get about a three-note emotional range. That's it, at least as far as the outside world is concerned.
Women get octaves, chromatic scales of tears, and joys and anxieties and despairs and erotic flamboyance, and now after black bra feminism, we even get vitriol, too. We get to be b-----, at least some of the
time, and people write proud books about it. But guys get little more than bravado and rage. Forget doubt.
Forget hurt. They take punches. They take care of business. And their intestines liquefy under the
stress...Yes it's true guys get good stuff, too. Sometimes they still get a special respect and deference and
a license to brag (at least in the work place). I wondered how they did it. Now I know. They did it because a
TOUGH FRONT is all you have when there's nothing behind it but the weakness that you're not allowed to
show .It's the biggest gift you get, compensation for...As if the culture were telling you, “We’re going to cut
our your heart, but we’ll give you...a VIP pass to make up for it.”
~ contributed by Emily, Dee, Helen - ALLIES FOR CHANGE

SPIRIT LAKE MINISTRY TRIP 2013
We have secured our dates for the Spirit Lake Ministry trip for 2013. July 27th through August 2, 2013.
The trip is filled with feel good work as we help build handicap accessible ramps, decks, paint homes, and
other rehab work as well as have great fellowship with our fellow parishioners and those of other organizations that week. Spirit Lake Ministry is headed by Mike and Libby Flowers, set in the middle of the Dakota
Indian Tribe, Devils Lake North Dakota. The trip is 6 days and costs $300/person. Included in that price is
housing and three meals per day, as well as the chance to experience an actual POW WOW put on by the
Dakotas and on camp site demonstrations of Dakota dances, chants and drumming. Scholarships can be
made available (or you may like to contribute a scholarship for someone).
Secure your days off for this great trip now and stay tuned for further details. For more information you can
contact Craig Fitzgerald at 773-219-8878 or via email at craig_m_fitzgerald@yahoo.com.
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LAKEVIEW ACTION COALITION NEWS
Broadway is a member congregation of Lakeview Action Coalition (LAC); as such, we’re invited to the conversation about the potential merger of LAC with Organization of the Northeast (ONE). The first public conversation took place at the last Community Council meeting (Susan Armstrong represented Broadway),
and there will be other opportunities to be part of the discernment, if you are interested.
Both organizations are currently strong and vital, and the purpose of the merger would be to build a more
powerful organization that could more effectively have an impact on social justice issues. LAC and ONE
share advocacy efforts around similar issues -- housing, health care, economic justice, to name a few.
The decision making process will be inclusive and will run through the next several months (probably until
March 2013). There will be several opportunities for input. If you would like to be involved in this discussion,
please reach out to Susan or Lois, or to Jennifer Ritter, the Executive Director of Lakeview Action Coalition
at jenrg@lakeviewaction.org or 773-549-1947 x 102.
Please see this link to keep updated on the merger discussion: https://oneandlac.wordpress.com.

HISTORICAL NOTE
Hear it for the ladies!
“Ladies’ Aid Meeting” from Church News, February 1919
The Ladies’ Aid meeting on February 6th was very well attended and the receipts from lunch were over $9.
The usual business was transacted, quilts tied and visiting done. Everybody was happy and why not, for we
learned that from our entertainment and dinner we will realize the nice sum of $100 or over, which is very
gratifying to all after the hard work they went through to accomplish it. The traveling bag netted the neat
sum of $16.50.
Editor’s notes: The Ladies’ Aid Society was one of several women’s church organization which were later merged into
United Methodist Women. The dollar’s purchasing power would have been in the range of 10-20% over that of today.

~ submitted by Mark Van Hyning, Church Historian

March Newsletter Deadline
Submissions for the March 2013 issue of The Broadway are due Sunday,
February 17. Articles in electronic format are preferred and should be sent
to broadwayc@ameritech.net. Hard copies may also be submitted in the
newsletter mailbox off Friendship Hall.
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Broadway United Methodist Church
3338 N. Broadway St., Chicago, IL 60657
Office Phone: 773-348-2679
www.broadwaychurchchicago.org

Worship Services at 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. on Sundays!
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ChicagoBUMC

Twitter: @ChicagoBUMC

Thank you for your commitment to God’s purposes through our faith community!
You can give online at www.broadwaychurchchicago.org
or can QR code at right for our donation page.

